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Last Stand 
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The mother tongue : The language which is learned in 
childhoodit is more than a mere means of 
communicationits the  bedrock of one's cultural 
identity,the key to unlocking a person's cognitive potential 
and the cornerstone of societal cohesion,lts importance is 
beyond simple linguistic functionality.As famous linguist 
Noam Chomsky said "Language is not merely a tool for 
expressing thoughtsit is the very medium in which 
thought itself takes shape." 


Our mother tongue is the lens through which we initially 
see the worldt shapes our worldview, influences our 
understanding, The nuances of our language, its idioms, 
proverbs and poetry carry within them the vast wisdom 
and experiences of generations,Losing our mother tongue 
is akin to losing juglar vein. 
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Cont... 


The importance of mother 


tongue has been emphasized 


by many.Books like Kenji 


Hakuta's "Mirror of Language: 


The Debate on Bilingualism" 


and Jim Cummins' "Language. 


Power and Pedagogy." 
highlight the benefits of 
bilingualism and the role of 
maintaining a foundation in 
one's first language for 
optimal learning in other 
languages A strong 
foundation in the mother 
tongue enhances flexibility. 
skills, and overall 
achievements. Furthermore, 
the preservation of mother 
tongues important for 
safeguarding cultural 
diversity, Each language 
holds within it a treasure 
trove of knowledge, 


ee 


traditions and artistic 
expression,The extinction of a 
language signifies the loss of 
an irreplaceable piece of 
humanity's collective 
heritage,As Mahatma Gandhi 
said "To lose one's mother 
tongue is to lose one's soul" 


Protecting and promoting 
mother tongue is not just a 
linguistic battle but a battle 
for cultural survivallt is an 
imperative we must all 
embrace,As Nelson Mandela 
stated, "If you talk to a man in 
a language he 
understands,that goes to his 
head, If you talk to him in his 
language,that goes to his 
heart.” 


Let us work to nurture and 
cherish the languages that 
speak to our hearts,The 
serpent is coiling its 
venom,Our tongue,our very 
being is about to fall,The allure 
of the cage is 
blinding.assimilation's siren 
song is seductive and 
deadly,Wake or the echo of 
our voices shall be silenced, 
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Modernist Menace to Islam 


ABSTRACT 


Thinking of modernity as a menace is a blasphemous thought to the 
beliefs and teachings of the popular media, education and culture 
today. Following certain traditions is considered backward by the 
influential people of the rich, technologically advanced states. But 
throughout the history of the modern world, modernist worldviews 
have had disastrous consequences, which have led some people to 
question the foundations of modernism. In this paper the foundations 
of modernism will be put to the test with a focus on Atheism, Secu- 
larism, Democracy, Freedom, Liberty and Equality. Islam would be 
compared with these isms and Schims with a focus on consistency of 
beliefs. 


Index Terms: Modernity, Atheism, Secularism, Democracy, Freedom, 
Tradition, Equality 


1 INTRODUCTION 

The dawn of modernity started when disenchantment from religion, 
especially Christianity, began becoming popular in the West. The 
causes contributing to this were mainly war, sectarian violence lead- 
ing to bloodshed, and Tribalism. The void left by removing religion 
had to be filled; questions like the source of morality, the source of 
the knowledge of the nature of existence and humankind's ulti- mate 
destiny had to be answered. The early modernists chose the human 
mind,because the success of the mathematical sciences and Newtons 
emperical philosophy seemed to bolster this conclusion. In their mind 
it was only a matter of time that all the mysteries would be unfolded. 
But knowledge was only half of the story. What distinguished mortals 
from gods was not only knowledge but also power, i.e, the ability to 
enact one's will and, thereby, refashion the world accordingly.Thus 
through technology one day a heaven could be built as mentioned in 
the holy scriptures. This focus on time is the hallmark of modernism 
and modernism's chief characteristic: Progressivism. The enemy, 
therefore, was Tradition as its calls for consistency over time. Some 
values are timeless. Cultural tra- ditions, linguistic traditions, and 
especially religious traditions are constantly under threat of being 
bulldozed by modern innovation and reform. Islam is the most 
consistently traditional of all religions. Preservation of the Prophetic 
Sunnah is paramount in Islam, and Islam's entire epistemology is built 
on the notion of preserving and transmitting past knowledge. 


2 ATHEISM 

The foundation of most of the atheists is philosophical naturalism 

ie every natural phenomenon can via explained via physical pro- 
cesses.Simply put the universe is a closed system and there is no out- 
side interference i.e the supernatural.The claim is The human mind is 
very powerful and will give us answers in the coming time.This is a 
self defeating claim as throughout history all societies have believed 
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in a supernatural diety. So 
either supernatural exists or 
human beings have been in a 
delusion. But by claiming that 
human beings are prone to 
suffer from such deep and 
abiding delusions and are 
liable to make such significant 
cognitive errors, this does 
nothing other than impeach 
the human mind itself and its 
ability to accurately recognize 
and understand the world. 
Inconsistency of atheism: The 
strict scientific empiricism 
required by new atheists ie 
the idea that the only things 
that exist are those 
observable/detectable by 
science also requires denying 
the existence of the 
mind(consciousness) and 
certainly the minds of others. 
Sci- ence has not detected the 
mind. Only electrical signals in 
the brain can be detected, but 
that is not the same thing as 
the mind. 


Atheism- A Denialism 


3 SECULARISM AND DEMOCRACY 


Basically secularism is the separation of religion and the state 
or at least it claims to be. This claim is put to the test below: 
Secularism Imposes its moral prescription on people: Bel- 
gium's ban on Kosher and halal meat is based on the opinion 
that slaughter after stunning an animal is more humane than 
slaughter with no stunning. But the obvious question is how do 
we know that. Doesn't the animal feel pain while getting 
stunned. And how is that pain less than when the throat is slit. 
The nature of law is that it imposes its beliefs on people 
whether in a theocracy or a secular sys- tem. But Islamic 
discourse on this matter comes from the Creator of the cows, 
sheep, chickens, and you and me, whereas secular beliefs are 
based on nothing but hot air and popular linguistic gymnastics. 
Neutral Dress: Who decides what is a neutral dress? The 
Secular state imposes its own version of neutral dress even 
though the dress might have religious origins as was the case 
of in Germany where they banned headscarves for judges: but 
according to researchers at NY times the current judicial robe 
has its origins from the church2. Here we can see the 
inconsistency of the claim of separating religion from the state. 
Secularism spread by the guillotine: During the reign of terror 
in France. By Easter 1794, the same revolution that once 
proclaimed freedom of conscience had forcedly closed down 
the vast majority of France's 40,000 churches. What began with 
the confiscation of church property and the smashing of 
crosses and chalices ended with forced conversions and the 
slaughter of priests and nuns at the guillotine 
Civilised countries vs Uncivilised ones Respect for the rule of 
law is what differentiates both. But ironically every political 
party in a secular democracy appeals to rule to law when it 
serves its political ends and calls for the change or reform of 
the law when it go against their political interest. 
Democracy is claimed to be the rule of the people by the 
people and for the people. Let us deconstruct this claim.. 
Flaws of Democracy The notion that democracy is the best 
form of government is because it has checks and balances.In 
the United States, for example, you have the Executive branch, 
the Judicial branch, and the Legislative branch, basically the 
President, the Congress, and the Supreme Court.These three 
branches check each other's power, and one single branch 
alone cannot make decisions about what laws the country 
should follow or what wars should be fought. All of these major 
national decisions have to be made in light of all three 
branches, not just one branch making decisions for everyone. 
But as we have seen in history different lobby groups 

whttps;//www.independent co.uk/news/world/europe/german- 

judges- call- for-headscarf-hijab-ban-in-court-lawyers-to-show. 


neutrality- a7180591html 
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influence all three branches and 
do what they want to do without 
care of the masses.Examples 
being the genocide of the Native 
Americans, the oppression of 
African Americans, atrocities like 
the bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, etc. More recently, 
consider the inva- sions of Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and Libya. All of 
these crimes happened with the 
branches of government all in 
agreement. Even if all three 
branches are in agreement to 
pass laws based on popular 
opinion who says that the popular 
opinion is going to lead to justice 
and is morally good? 


Islamic Checks and Balances 
Contrary to the weak checks and 
balances in Democracy there are 
strong checks and balances as ob- 
jective standard of morality is 
Islamic Law is not subject to 
change by popular opinion.And 
who are the guardians of Islamic 
law and that objective standard 
morality? It is the 
ama (Islamic religious scholars), 
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and the ulama were very careful not to involve themselves with the sultan, the amir, or the khalifa. And this 
distance between the ulama and the sultan is something that the Prophet (S.A.W) explicitly mentions in the 
following hadith: "Whoever goes to the gates of the ruler will be tried with fitna. A servant does not move closer to 
the ruler except that he moves further away from Allah. " The entire system of governance is based on objective 
Islamic law, but the bearers of the objective standard of morality are people who remain separate and 
independent ie, the ulama who are not in- volved directly with the sultan and, therefore, are shielded from the 
corrupting influence of power and money. That is a real check on power. That is a real check on corruption. And 
that is something that is not seen within secular democracies. 


4 FREEDOM, LIBERTY AND EQUALTIY 


Understanding Freedom The person starts with a blank slate. With his free mind, this person can form his own 
authentic beliefs from scratch. Ideally, those beliefs will be formed based on sound scien- tific investigation that's 
what the empiricists hoped for at least in their philosophy of mind and epistemology. But, even if a person does 
not develop beliefs scientifically, at least he does so authen- tically and, hence, freely, Ironically this is very 
contrary to how children are raised be in a religious or non religious society. In a religious society there is a 
brainwashing of religious kind and in a non religious one there is a different kind of brainwashing. 


The point blank state does not exist. We all are born into a certain condition and raised to believe certain ideas 
and values that are imposed on us as children and then throughout our adult lives. The only question is, are those 
ideas and values true and just? If yes, who cares if one arrives at them from a position of freedom, i.e., a blank slate 
that, in reality, does not exist? 

Choosing non religion as a starting point is not neutral, non religion is also a set of beliefs.lf the secular state 
chooses non- religion, it has still preferred and endorsed a particular belief system over others. The difference is, 
the theocratic state does not delude itself into thinking it is neutral. And of course, the primary difference is that 
the theocratic state based on Islam is upholding truth and justice, which can only be found in Islam. 

Self Worship and Satanism: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law.4” This is the the central value of 
Satanism, as expressed by Aleister Crowley. 

How to control a person: Methods can vary, but history has shown that one of the most effective tools for this 
purpose is to tell people that they are in charge, that they are the masters of their own destiny. That they are their 
own gods. Humans are predictable creatures. We make predictable choices: We often submit to our desires, we do 
whatever we can to preserve and bolster our egos, we wallow in short-term pleasures, and we hoard shiny things. 
This is the base core of the average human person. It is not unlike being a drug addict. Addicts feel like they are in 
control and feel like they are making their own decisions. And actually they are! But the problem is, those decisions 
are predictably bad and lead to nowhere except utter destruction. This is also how imperial powers used the 
introduction of drugs and alcohol to destroy and gain control of once powerful native peoples around the world. 
Debunking the Golden Rule:"Do unto others what you would have them do unto you.” This, by itself, is an empty 
principle. It has no content. It cannot direct you to any action. It cannot help you make a moral choice. Why? 
Because it leaves open the question: what exactly would you have others do unto you? Treat others how you want 
to be treated? Well, how exactly do you want others to treat you? This is just another way of putting yourself at the 
center of the equation. What matters to you is all that matters. Your moral compass shall be your own graven 
image projected onto the world. That is not righteousness. That is idolatry. And, yes, you will see those hackneyed 
posters about how all religions have a form of the Golden Rule. But that is deceptive because those versions of the 
Golden Rule are not meant to stand alone. They come in conjunction with religious law. So when the Prophet 
(S.A.W) is reported to have said, "None of you truly believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for 
himself," he doesn't mean that if a person wishes for himself to be married to his gay partner, for example, that he 
should wish that for others as well. No. What is meant is that a person wishes goodness for himself, and goodness 
is decided by Allah and not open to anyone's personal whims and interpretation. As the Prophet (S.A.W) is 
reported to have said, “None of you truly believes until his desires are subservient to that which | have brought.5" 
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4The book the law Liberty and Equality 
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Constraints on Freedom of choice: 
All legal systems constrain choice in 
one shape or another and there are 
justifications that are given for the 
laws of that system.For example, US 
law requires a person to have a 
driver's license in order to operate 
an automobile. That law severely 
constrains people's freedom of 
mobility, but it is seen as necessary 
for practical reasons. If people are 
allowed to drive without a license, 
the number of car accidents will 
skyrocket.So, these are all practical 
reasons why we would want to have 
such a law in place. It prevents harm. 
Now, one theoretical point that can 
always be pursued is: What is 
considered “harm” and what is 
considered “practical” depend on 
the assumptions you make about 
the world and your broader beliefs 
and commitments. 

As an example take alcohol in the 
West you are free to drink or not 
drink alcohol. It only harms your 
body not anyone else. But this claim 
is false as Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) affects at least 5% 
of the population in the US and in 
some communities affects 4096. In a 
case study of a women named 
Quinton Mills, her son, born four 
weeks early, had the characteristic 
facial features of fetal alcohol 
syndrome. His speech was delayed, 
and in kindergarten he started 
biting, kicking, and screaming. He 
was bullied by classmates. He wet 
his bed until he was 126. Now here 
we see the harms of alcohol to a 
person who had nothing to do with 
it. All the freedom of choice rhetoric 
seems empty after reading this. 


SALArba'in of Imam al-Nawawi 
6'This Chicago doctor stumbled on a 
hidden epidemic of fetal brain dam- 
age" 
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th/this-chicago-doctorstumbled- on- 
a-hidden-epidemic-of-fetal-brain- 
damage 


Equality according to founding fathers 
of America: 

The modern liberal notion of equality, 
for example, significantly diverges from 
the notion of equality propounded by 
classical liberal thinkers. For example, 
according to America’s founding fathers, 
barring women and blacks from voting 
or owning property was perfectly 
consistent with their understanding of 
equality. 

Blasphemous things for the post- 
religious age: Cartoons that denigrate 
women or their intelligence, cartoons 
lampooning the dis- abled, anti-gay 
cartoons, cartoons that depict the 
President and other elected officials as 
pedophiles and sexual deviants, 
cartoons that mock military personnel 
as cowards, cartoons that insult the 
memory of disaster victims, the 
Holocaustetc. Of course, the author 
supports none of these.This is just to 
show that non religious blasphemy also 
exists. 

Islam and Equality: There is major 
confusion on this question. In one sense, 
yes, of course Muslims accept the 
principle of equality because that is at 
the essence of all morality. How so? 
Implicit in any and all moral systems is 
that two like things ought to be treated 
equally. If Person A shoplifts at a 
grocery story and we judge that as 
wrong, then if Person B does the same 
thing, we should also judge that act as 
wrong, all else being equal. The “all else 
being equal” part is important because, 
in one sense, Person A and Person B are 
never equal for the simple reason that 
Person A and Person B are two different 
people with different circumstances, 
different backgrounds, etc. What is 
important from the standpoint of 
morality, however, is that Person A and 
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Person B are equal in a relevant 
way and there are no differences 
that are morally relevant. For 
example, if Person A has green 
eyes and Person B has blue eyes, 
that is not morally relevant to 
the fact that both men have 
committed theft, so we will treat 
them as equal before the law. 
But if Person A is a millionaire 
and Person B is a starving 
homeless person, then that is a 
morally relevant difference and 
we should treat and understand 
Person B's actions differently. 
What we learn from this is that 
our notion of equality is highly 
dependent on these “morally 
relevant factors” This is 
important because people 
nowadays look at Islamic law and 
say, “Look at how Islam treats 
women and men differently! 
Clearly, Muslims reject equalityl" 
Some Muslims , unfortunately, 
also make this mistaken 
assessment. In reality, however, 
Islamic law recognizes that there 
are, in some circumstances, 
morally relevant differences 
between men and women. Given 
that men and women are in 
actuality very different in certain 
respects, it would make sense 
that there are scenarios where 
those differences would, morally 
speaking, come into play. From 
this perspective, then, it is not 
Islamic law that is unjust and 
oppressive but rather any 
system of morality and law that 
ignores these differences. 
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Christain Missionaries vs Human 
Rights Activits: Believe it or not, 


there is not much difference 
between - 
* Politically liberal Western 


powers who want to use military 
and diplomatic strength to bring 
the Muslim world into the "light of 
freedom, democracy, and human 
rights" 

. Politically conservative 
Western powers who want to use 
mil- itary and diplomatic strength 
to bring the Muslim world into the 
light of Christianity. 

Yet, many Muslims seem to find 
the — latter 
offensive and objectionable, even 
when the reality on the ground is 
the same regardless. The first one 
is more sinister for people not 


somehow more 


knowing the history and 
inconsistencies of freedom, 
democracy and human rights 


Additionally due to some mental 
gymnastics and word play they 


can still be quote on quote 
“Liberal Muslim Secular 
Muslims” etc makes it more 


sinister than the first one 


5 WAY TO ADDRESS OBJECTIONS 
ON ISLAM 


Both left and right wing critics of 
Islam appeal to philosophical lib. 
eralism in their critiques of Islam, 
employing concepts like freedom of 
freedom of 
freedom of dress, gender equality, 
separation of church and state, etc 

The losing strategy is to argue back 
against these critics that these 
liberal concepts are indeed Islamic 
and that Islam endorses these 
notions. (Yes, there are Islamic 
positions that can be conceivably 


religion, speech 


understood as partially supporting 
these notions, but 
highly conditioned endorsement at 
best) 

The winning strategy should be to 
say that these concepts of liberty, 
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freedom, etc, are incoherent for 
reasons mentioned in this paper 
and they don't contribute to justice 
and goodness, and Islam offers the 
best alternatives for humanity for 
such and such reasons. This is the 


blueprint for all such debates with 


modernist progressives 
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It's time to know the truth. 


6 CONCLUSION 

Modernity is like the temptation 
of sin where it promises you the 
pleasure but after a small period 
of pleasure, sadness and gloom 
set in. All the supposed good 
things of Modernity are taught 


to us from childhood in the 
modern education system. But 
upon a critical analysis the 
inconsistencies, injustices and 


the folly nature of modernity get 
exposed. The mental gymnastics 
and word play to 
Modernity with 
laughable as well as sad. May 
ALLAH help us to be steadfast 
upon the truth of Islam. 
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"Every trial that comes your way is a means of purifying your heart and 


drawing you c 
steadfast.” 


ser to Allah, if you are patient and remain 
“Imam Ibn al Jawzi 
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Tawhid is not merely a theological concept; it is the essence of all that is Islāmic. It is the 
fountainhead of Islamic culture, the foundation of Islamic education, and the cornerstone of 
Islamic civilization” “Dr. Ismail Raji’ al-Fåroudi 
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